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Inside this issue: 

Sunday  

February 3 

Chili cook-off at 5pm 

Church Service at 6pm 

Our party will begin after 

church! 

Sign up at the  Welcome    

Center 

Bring a food to share, snack, dessert, anything you 

want and a 2 liter bottle of pop. We will start eating 

the other food  after the church service. 

Bring board games. For the teenagers, there is            

volley ball and ping pong etc. 

A free mixed martial arts self  

defense class will be offered  

Wednesdays from 6-7:15pm.         

Anyone age 13+ is welcomed to      

attend. See Daniel Stephens for 

more information. 

 

I’ve Got a Question Series– Vol. 3 

Feb. 3 —    What Is Worship? 

Feb. 10 —  Does God change His mind? 

Feb 17 –    Where did Cain get his wife? 

Feb. 24 —  The Thousand Years  



Church 

1190 Stahlheber Rd 

Hamilton, OH 45013 

 

Phone  

513-863-7553 

Fax  

513-863-7552 

 

Office Hours 
 

Monday-Friday 

9:30— 2:30 

 

From Dan’s Desk 

Church Staff 

Dan Knisley                          

Senior Minister 

Dan@wscchamilton.org 

 

Daniel Stephens                          

Associate Minister of                 

Teens and Worship 

Daniel@wscchamilton.org 

 

Lance Whitehurst                    

Minister to Children 

Lance@wscchamilton.org 

 

Ellen Sippel                          

Secretary 

Ellen@wscchamilton.org 
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Love One Another  

  

I Peter 4:8 tells us: “Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a 

multitude of sins.” We as Christians are commanded by God to love one another 

deeply  and thus overlook one another’s shortcomings. And since February, with    

Valentine’s Day, focuses on love, why don’t we as believers commit ourselves to     

walk in obedience to this command to love one another.  

 How do we do this? Well first let me explain how not to do it. We do not love 

one another by holding grudges. We do not love one another by criticizing  unfairly. 

We do not love one another by gossip. We do not love another by “getting even.” We 

do not love one another by murmuring. We do not love one another by assuming the 

worst about others and never giving them the benefit of the doubt. These are the ways 

of the world, not the ways of the Lord’s church. 

 So how do we love one another? By following our Lord’s example. Jesus 

showed us the true meaning of sacrificial love at the cross and has told us what love    

is and does through His word. I Corinthians 13:4-7 tells us: 

 “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast,                             

it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered,                         

it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices                           

with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.” 

 What a beautiful picture of the kind of love our Lord wants us to exhibit among 

one another. A church like that is truly going to be the Lord’s church!  A church like 

that is going to grow! Let’s commit ourselves to be a I Corinthians 13 kind of church 

because we have committed ourselves to be a I Corinthian 13 kind of Christians!   

 Legendary football coach Vinci Lombardi was once asked what it took to make 

a winning team. He said that the crucial ingredient was love, that playing  together as 

a team required caring for one another. He said, “Each player has to be thinking about 

the next guy and saying to himself: “If I don’t block that man, Paul is going to get his 

legs broken. I have to do my job well in order that he can do his.” Lombardi went on to 

say that “the difference between mediocrity and greatness is the feeling these guys 

have for each other.”  

 So it is with the church. When we take seriously Jesus’ command to love one 

another and put the needs of others ahead of ourselves we contribute to a winning 

team. 

  

 

 For Him-   Dan 
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The Christian Family Center is a light in a dark place for so many  

people. We are a beacon of hope for the North End community in 

Hamilton. Every day we find we are helping someone with a need. 

Christmas was an amazing time for the center. We had over two hundred children that the 

school identified as needy, being “adopted” by an angel to buy Christmas presents for. In 

this struggling economy so many people were so very generous. Thousands of gifts were 

purchased. We had bicycles, wiis, ds’s, clothing and what seemed to be every game out 

there. Parents were so overwhelmed, many to tears, when they saw how much was for their 

children. If I heard it once, I heard it dozens of times ...”without these there would be no 

Christmas for my child.” Besides the Angel Tree the Ladies of the mission pulled off another 

amazing “Santa’s Workshop.” Passing out over a thousand gently used toys to parents to 

give to their children. These were in addition to those signed up for an Angel.  Thank you to 

those that have donated gently used toys. 

 

Other programs offered by the Christian Family Center: 

 

Clothing Pantry:  Wednesday 3:00-4:30  Only free clothing pantry in Butler County.  Need 

winter coats, children’s clothing, sheets, towels, new underwear and socks. 

Food Pantry: Fridays 1:00-2:00 Give three days emergency food to those in need. 

Tutoring: Tuesday and Thursdays evenings 6:30-8:00. Tutoring to over forty school age        

children. 

G.E.D. Program:  Free program offered on Wednesdays afternoon. Individualized to each 

student. 

Teen Girls Group: Mondays 3:00 Discussions, crafts and good company. 

Adult Bible Study: Wednesdays Noon.  Bible study and lunch. 

Kids Club: Saturday morning at 11:30 Fun time for school age children to learn about Jesus. 

Fun, crafts, songs and lunch. 

Sunday Night Worship: 6:00 Non traditional worship with Bible lessons and songs. 

Adult Literacy: For anyone age 16 and over that needs help learning to read. 

We also now have a website : WWW.ChristianCenter.org and are on Facebook. Follow us to 

keep up with what is going on. Thank you for all you do and God Bless each and every one 

of you as without your help the Christian Family Center could not be. 

 

601 Heaton St. Hamilton, Ohio        

WWW.ChristianCenter.org 

http://WWW.ChristianCenter.org
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Children’s Chat 

 The first Sunday in February is always set aside at Scout Sunday.  Our own American Heritage 

Girls will be doing an opening flag ceremony for the service.  American Heritage Girls is a God centered 

Group for girls to learn about outdoor skills, history, cooking, horsemanship, archery and many other    

exciting events.  West Side is fortunate to be the Charter Church for OH troop 0226.  Our troop continues 

to grow and reach out to families, several who are attending and some we have joined West Side.  A big 

thank you to Kim Lipscomb and her leaders for being willing to serve God and the girls in this way.       

Another way West Side has benefitted from AHG, our very own Marissa Lipscomb, got her Stars and 

Stripes award this past summer, and for her project she built a beautiful fire ring and benches towards 

the back of our property for West Side to enjoy for many years. 

 

God and Family class to start-  If anyone in cub scouts or American Heritage Girls and are in Grades 4-5 

we are having the God and Family award classes here at West Side starting on February 11.  If you are 

interested see me or email me at lance@wscchamilton.org. 

 

We have some exciting upcoming events for the children and Middle school kids! 

February 16 we will preview a new Veggie Tales Movie which will not be out in the stores until March 5 

called The Little House that Stood.  We will have snacks and will show the video in the afternoon.  Look 

for more information in the bulletin soon. 

 

February 22- Winter Jam 2013  at US Bank Arena.  Cost $10 and you get to watch some popular artist 

like Toby Mac, New Song, Matthew West plus new up and coming artist.  We are meeting at the church at 

4pm and leaving shortly after that. 

 

Spring Retreat Middle School    We are going to have a Spring Retreat for the Middle school kids on April 

19-21 at Woodland Lakes Christian Camp.  For this weekend we are going to use as discussion starters 

clips from the movie Beware of Christians.  Beware of Christians is a movie that 4 Christians College    

students made on their trip through Europe when they discovered what happens if we leave religion    

behind and follow Jesus.  We will be looking at such topics as Identity, Wealth, Materialism, church, and 

media and Entertainment. Cost for this weekend including lodging and food is $50 per person but if 

signed up and paid before March 3 cost is $45. 

mailto:lance@wscchamilton.org
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Support our Troops 

Chaplain Ben Dillon:                        

Ben and Dawn                    

67 Candler Ct.                    

Cameron, N.C. 28376 

 

   

Bible Trivia 

Where can the following 

words be found, “And many 

of them that sleeps in the 

dust of the earth shall awake, 

some to everlasting life, and 

some to shame and                  

everlasting contempt? 

SFC Michael P. Norton                        
Attn: Any Solider                                
HHC 34th ID DIVENG                         
Unit # 117                                        
APO, AE 09374   

PVT Owens, Saxton T.                         
1/6 WPNS co. CAAT1                          
Unit 73145 FPO                                  
AEO9510-3145   

LCPL Siegle, Jeremy                             

CLB-46, SEC. Co.                                  
Unit 72022                                         
EPO-AE09509-2022  

 

Which tribes settled 

east of the Jordan 

River? 

Rueben & Gad            

Numbers 32 

REQUESTS 

FOR PRAYER 

**************************                    

Patrick Abrahms 

Jim Barton 

Callie Grubb 

John Layman 

Judy McCann 

Tom Mercalf 

Phyllis Richard-

son               

Mark Robinson 

Sherwood Smith 

Nyla Smothers 

Melanie Urban 

Sam Welch 

Dorothy Wooley 

All with health                

concerns  

**************************                
Sophie Bovenizer    

Barb Colwell                                                  

Anna George                     

Mae Lasley                

Dale Richter             

Betty Sandlin                     

Mag Thacker                          

Ruby Wyatt                

homebound    

************* 

Henry Bowling         

Larry Halstead   

Shirley Phillips         

Pat Schaub 

bereavement   

************* 

February’s  Prayer 

Focus: 

 

God’s Love   

 

    

                       

Daniel 12:2                              

 

Darlene Zschech  walked into the study of her home. Depressed and unsure of her future, 

she sat down at her old piano. Seeing her Bible on top of it, she picked it up and thumbed 

through it. Soon, she found Psalm 96 and began reading. The words (“Sing unto the Lord a 

new song….”) began to speak to her. Inspired, she began to finger the piano keys. She 

literally composed a new song—“Shout to the Lord.” 

She played her new song during her personal Bible meditations for a while. One day, she 

found the courage to play it for her church’s worship leader. “Play it” might be used loosely 

here, as the nervous composer stopped and started several times. Darlene was so nervous 

that she finally asked her worship leader to turn his back to her and face the wall, so she 

could finish. The leader liked the song despite the unusual demonstration. Darlene thought 

he was being polite, but, no, he assured her, he genuinely liked the song. He liked it enough 

to include in the Sunday worship service. The congregation also liked it.  

Because of the innovations of computer technology, people around the world became 

aware of this song from Oz. “Shout to the Lord” put the Hillsong Church on the musical 

map. (Innovations in technology such as file sharing and eventually Youtube enable people 

around the world to be instantly aware of new recordings and tunes, as opposed to the 

slower technological pace of even a generation ago.) 

“Shout to the Lord” was nominated for such prestigious awards as the Dove Award for Al-

bum of the Year and Best Song. The song has been recorded by at least two dozen perform-

ers in a variety of genres around the world, according to ASCAP.  The song is sung by an 

estimated 25-30 million people every week. 

The song also changed her personal and professional life.  Darlene became the worship 

leader at the Hillsong Church. “Shout to the Lord” had created worldwide interest in her 

work. As a result, she has taken her Hillsong team around the world, spreading the gospel 

though music. 

Darlene had not forgotten her Oz homeland. With her minister-husband Mark, they estab-

lished Mercy Ministries Australia/International, a ministry for young women. One of the 

programs concentrates on eating disorders, a disease that Darlene battled in her youth. 

Today, Mark is leading the Hope Unlimited Church on the central coast of New South Wales, 

Australia. Darlene followed him there, so she had to relinquish her position at the Hillsong 

Church. She still appears with them occasionally.  

When I read this story in “Then Sings my Soul, Book 3” by Robert J. Morgan, I was struck by 

how the Bible spoke to her, a “modern woman.” Then I did a little research and found “the 

rest of the story.” 

Darlene admitted in a faithtalks.com interview, that “I was raised in a Christian home.” For 

a while, the family drifted away from the church. When she was 15, her father returned to 

the church. Soon, he dedicated his life to the Lord. He enrolled Darlene in the church’s 

scouting program, where soon she too became saved. 

“That’s really the point I remember getting radically born again. From that day to this, I’ve 

been absolutely overwhelmed by the love of the Lord,” Darlene related in her faithtalks.com 

interview. She still battled her problems, but did so with the Lord’s help. She cited Psalm 

139 as one of those helps.  

As a young adult, she tried to establish a professional music career. She sang advertising 

jingles and made her first recording in 1987—a vinyl LP, “Make the Choice.” The unusual 

title may be a reflection of her personal and professional struggles. It wasn’t until “Shout to 

the Lord” that cemented her career path as well as touch people around the world with her 

music and ministry. 

“Shout to the Lord, all the Earth, let us sing; Power and majesty, praise to the King.                                                                                

Mountains bow down, and the seas will roar at the sound of Your Name.                                                                                                     

I sing for joy at the work of Your Hands; Forever I’ll love You, forever I’ll stand.                                                                              

Nothing compares to the promise I have in You.”     --Darlene Zschech, 1993 

 

 

Prayer Ministry Team: 

Linda Keller          

513-312-3587                  

Pat Brunner  

 896-6168                                                                                                                 

Helen James  

 867-8221                                                                                               
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PRAYER MATTERS   from the Prayer Ministry Team 

Prayer and Fasting - A Definition 

Prayer and fasting is defined as voluntarily going without food in order to focus on prayer and fellowship with God. Prayer and fasting 

often go hand in hand, but this is not always the case. You can pray without fasting, and fast without prayer. It is when these two        

activities are combined and dedicated to God's glory that they reach their full effectiveness. Having a dedicated time of prayer and     

fasting is not a way of manipulating God into doing what you desire. Rather, it is simply forcing yourself to focus and rely on God for       

the strength, provision, and wisdom you need. 
 

Prayer and Fasting - What the Bible Says 

The Old Testament law specifically required prayer and fasting for only one occasion, which was the Day of Atonement. This custom   

became known as "the day of fasting" (Jeremiah 36:6) or "the Fast" (Acts 27:9). Moses fasted during the 40 days and 40 nights he      

was on Mount Sinai receiving the law from God (Exodus 34:28). King Jehoshaphat called for a fast in all Israel when they were about      

to be attacked by the Moabites and Ammonites (2 Chronicles 20:3). In response to Jonah's preaching, the men of Nineveh fasted and  

put on sackcloth (Jonah 3:5). Prayer and fasting was often done in times of distress or trouble. David fasted when he learned that Saul 

and Jonathan had been killed (2 Samuel 1:12). Nehemiah had a time of prayer and fasting upon learning that Jerusalem was still in    

ruins (Nehemiah 1:4). Darius, the king of Persia, fasted all night after he was forced to put Daniel in the den of lions (Daniel 6:18). 

 

Prayer and fasting also occurs in the New Testament. Anna "worshipped night and day, fasting and praying" at the Temple (Luke 2:37). 

John the Baptist taught his disciples to fast (Mark 2:18). Jesus fasted for 40 days and 40 nights before His temptation by Satan 

(Matthew 4:2). The church of Antioch fasted (Acts 13:2) and sent Paul and Barnabas off on their first missionary journey (Acts 13:3).  

Paul and Barnabas spent time in prayer and fasting for the appointment of elders in the churches (Acts 14:23). 
 

Prayer and Fasting - Required or Recommended? 

The Word of God does not specifically command believers to spend time in prayer and fasting. At the same time, prayer and fasting is 

definitely something we should be doing. Far too often, though, the focus of prayer and fasting is on abstaining from food. Instead, the 

purpose of Christian fasting should be to take our eyes off the things of this world and focus our thoughts on God. Fasting should always 

be limited to a set time because not eating for extended periods can be damaging to the body. Fasting is not a method of punishing our 

bodies and it is not be used as a "dieting method" either. We are not to spend time in prayer and fasting in order to lose weight, but 

rather to gain a deeper fellowship with God. 

 

By taking our eyes off the things of this world through prayer and biblical fasting, we can focus better on Christ. Matthew 6:16-18       

declares, "When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show men they are fasting. I tell       

you the truth, they have received their reward in full. But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that it will not be 

obvious to men that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will       

reward you." 

Do you have a memorable answer to a prayer you would be willing to share with us? If so, please let Linda, Pat or Helen know and we will 

put it in the next month's Caller. 

I have a memorable answer to a prayer I would like to share. When I was in my early 20's, I suffered from severe depression for a while, 

so much so that I told God, if I had to live my life like that, that I would just as soon not live--that's when I knew I really needed God's help. 

I opened my Bible and turned to a chapter that was about fasting and prayer, so that's what I did, I prayed and fasted. God answered my 

prayers and I haven't suffered from depression since. Every time my spirit feels low, I ask God to lift it and he always does. My favorite 

scripture is "Be joyous always; pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus" and that's 

how I try and live my life. --Helen James 

The following is taken from the website allaboutprayer.org. 

Prayer and Fasting - What Does it Accomplish? 

Spending time in prayer and fasting is not automatically effective in accomplishing the desires of those who fast. Fasting or no fasting, 

God only promises to answer our prayers when we ask according to His will. 1 John 5:14-15 tells us, "This is the confidence we have in 

approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us - whatever we ask - we know 

that we have what we asked of him." In the prophet Isaiah's time, the people grumbled that they had fasted, yet God did not answer in 

the way they wanted (Isaiah 58:3-4). Isaiah responded by proclaiming that the external show of fasting and prayer, without the proper 

heart attitude, was futile (Isaiah 58:5-9).   

How can you know if you are praying and fasting according to God's will? Are you praying and fasting for things that honor and glorify 

God? Does the Bible clearly reveal that it is God's will for you? If we are asking for something that is not honoring to God or not God's will 

for our lives, God will not give what we ask for, whether we fast or not. How can we know God's will? God promises to give us wisdom 

when we ask. James 1:5 tells us, "If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it 

will be given to him." 

http://allaboutprayer.org/
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West Side “Seniors” and Staff, 

 What a surprise! And my thanks to all who participated with cards, food, and good 

wishes at “Playday” in recognition of my retirement– It was all so wonderful. 

 Roy and I have been truly blessed by our church family. 

       Our Love in Christ, 

       Carol Barker 

Thanks for sending the beautiful flower arrangement to our mother’s funeral. She enjoyed 

every service she ever attended at your church. We also wanted to say thanks for sending 

out people on Sunday’s to serve her communion and visit with her.  

 

        Thanks. 

        Cliff and Amy Dye   

Volunteers Needed 

We need a teacher for the 4 year old kindergarteners the 4th Sunday of every month. We 

need nursery workers. Please see Lance if you can help.  

Emmaus Walk for men will be April 25-28 & for women will be May 2-5. See Bud Haacke 

for information. 

Dear West Side Family, 

Thank you for the beautiful flowers. Thank you to all who were praying for my sister Pat’s 

illness & my time of loss. Also, thank you to Dan, Carrol, Beebee, for their encouragement 

& love and to all that sent cards. 

    In Christ,                                                                                             

            Sue McCracken 
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 God’s Girls will be February 4  

 Small Groups will meet Feb 12 & Feb 26 at the Kieser’s. at 7pm 

 Senior Play day will be Feb 7 and Feb 21 at noon.                                                              

 Seniors on the Go is on hiatus until March 

*************************************************************************************** 

To West Side Family,                                                                                                                                                                              

Thank you for your prayers, visits, cards and calls during my recent hospital stay. I appreciate you 

concern for each other as Christians.  

 Al and Jan Miller 

******************************************************************************** 

 

Card Shower 

Dorothy Wooley 

9424 Sheehan Rd. 

Dayton, Ohio 45458 

 

Rachel Love’s sister-in-law fell and has bleeding on the brain. She is in  rehab at Kettering Hospital. 

She loves getting cards. We would appreciate anyone being able to cheer her up and send her a 

card. Thank you. 

******************************************************************************* 

 We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to the people of West Side Church of Christ. Thank 

you for the flowers, food, and kind thoughts that we received after the passing of our mom. West 

Side and its congregation meant so very much to Mom. She would have been pleased to see how 

much you helped us get through this very difficult time.  

     Love, 

     The family of Gwen Dees 

******************************************************************************* 

Coming Soon...Mt. Healthy Christian Home Auxiliary membership drive. 

******************************************************************************** 

Our Operation Christmas Child region collected 706,766 boxes. 
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  Services 

Sunday: 

     Bible School       9:30 am 

 Worship Service   10:30 am  

 Evening Worship    6:00 pm 

 Youth Worship    5:30 pm 

 Youth Group     6:00 pm  

Wednesday: 

 Evening Bible Study             6:30 pm    

 Worship Team Practice        7:30 pm  

   

Feb 3  Chili Cook-Off              

Feb 4  God’s Girls                                                                                                                                     

Feb 7      Noon- Senior Play Day                                                     

Feb 12        Small Group @ Kieser’s  7pm           

Feb 12   Fun Bunch  ON HIATUS                        

Feb 16              Veggie Tale Movie                     

Feb 18  Caller deadline                                    

Feb 19         Leadership meeting 9:00 am  

Feb 21      Noon- Senior Play Day                           

Feb 22              Winter Jam                                              

Feb 26     Small Group @ Kieser’s  7pm  

 

                     

      

                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                     

  

                                                                                                                   

EVENTS AT A GLANCE 

Update your directory:  

Mary Muennich                                                                                                                 

135 Tecumseh Dr                                                                                                                         

Hamilton, Ohio 45013 

Welcome Stephen Woollard who joined our church January 13th.                                                                  

Update your directories                                                                                                                                      

617 Westridge Dr. Hamilton, OH 45013                                                                                                     

(513) 737-9199 

 

Congratulations to Ben and Dawn Dillon on the birth of Ethan Benjamin Dillon born 

December 24. 10 pounds and 2 ounces. And 22 inches long. Their address is 67 

Chandler Ct. Cameron North Carolina 28376 

Welcome Jordon and Morgan Dees who joined by baptism on December 23                              

Their address is 1383 Taft Place Hamilton, Oh 45013                                                            

(513) 896-5233 


